Corning Receives $4.2-million Grant to Fund Park

[NOTE:  This article was compiled from several sources—including articles in the Corning Observer (written by staff writer Julie R. Johnson) and the Red Bluff Daily News  (written by staff writer Julie Zeeb), the California Department of Parks and Recreation, CARPD (California Association of Recreation and Parks Districts) and the article, “California State Parks Announces $184 Million in Proposition 84 Park Grants,” from YubaNet.com]

The California Department of Parks and Recreation announced Monday, November 8, 2010, that 62 grants under the Sustainable Communities and Climate Change Reduction Chapter of Proposition 84 have been selected for funding. The grants will be going to cities, counties, park districts, and non-profit organizations all across California and will create 50 new parks and improve 12 existing parks.
Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Program of 2008 (Statewide Park Program) ROUND ONE GRANT AWARDS ANNOUNCED!

The Office of Grants and Local Services awarded 62 grants totaling $184 million through Round One.  The average grant amount is approximately $2.97 million.  50 new parks will be created! 12 existing parks will be substantially improved or expanded.  Youth, seniors, and families determined what they wanted in their parks through extensive community-based planning.  

More than 475 applications were received requesting $1.6 billion, far exceeding the $184 million available in Round One.  This clearly shows the extent of unmet community needs throughout California. 
City of Corning officials learned Monday morning that the Olive City will be the recipient of a $4.2-million state park bond grant by the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation, which comes from Proposition 84. (The exact amount of the grant is $4,276,800, according to the California State Parks Web site -  http://www.parks.ca.gov).  
Corning Mayor Gary Strack is quoted in the Red Bluff Daily News as saying, “This is fabulous news. City staff has done outstanding work. The work will now begin for the community to develop the final park design in order to make it a top park in Northern California and something for which our citizens can be proud.”

Corning City Manager Steve Kimbrough, as reported in the Observer article, said, “We were one of 62 applications selected for funding from a pool of almost 500 applicants.” 

 “This just goes to show what great staff the city of Corning has and the fact we are continually pursuing grants and bonds to help the city,” Mayor Strack is quoted as saying.

Work will now begin to develop a final park design, said Kimbrough.
Corning City Planning Director, John Stoufer, said he hopes to put the park project out to bid next spring. He has, it was reported, begun the work requisite for meeting the conditions of the grant.  He said, “We have a meeting in Sacramento on December 8, we will complete the California Environmental Quality Act requirements, and complete the purchase agreements with the property owners.” 
The Community Park Project will be located on four parcels: One of the parcels belongs to the city, one (less than half an acre) has been donated to the city by Thomas Fesler, a 10-acre  parcel that belonged to the late Dorothy Harper is being sold to the city by Harper’s family, and a 7-acre parcel is being purchased by the city from a private party. 

The  property made available by the acquisition of these four parcels in the southwest portion of Corning runs along the east side of Toomes Avenue at the Northeast corner of Fig Lane and Toomes Avenue intersection. The property also runs along the west side of Houghton Avenue at the southwest corner of the Fig Lane and Houghton Avenue intersection.
The 18.4-acre Community Park Project is located along Jewett Creek.  Jewett Creek is located at the latitude and longitude coordinates of 39.8776584 and -122.0691515, at an elevation of 48 feet. Jewett Creek runs east of Toomes Avenue, west of Houghton Avenue, and north and south of Fig Lane.  The topological map of Jewett Creek is drawn on and part of the United States Geological Service (USGS) area map of Vina, California. 

The grant will be used to fund the 18.42-acre Community Park Project, a multi-purpose recreation area on the city's southwest side.
The proposed community park will have new recreational features and opportunities for youth of all ages, families and senior residents, Planning Director John Stoufer said in a press release.
The Community Park will create new recreational features and opportunities for youth of all ages, families, and senior residents.  Those features will include a 20,000-square-foot lighted skateboard and bicycle park, two lighted soccer fields, a snack bar and equipment storage, a plaza and amphitheater, a covered gazebo, picnic tables and barbecue areas, a walking trail along Jewett Creek, walking/jogging trails, basketball and handball courts, playground areas, restrooms, and parking lots.   There will be picnic areas throughout the park with barbecue facilities and decomposed granite and natural surface walking trails along Jewett Creek.

The natural walking surface will have a natural open space with access to the creek, trails for walking and jogging will be available throughout the park, and a basketball court will be installed.

The park will include playground areas with a variety of equipment for ages two to five in one area and five to 12-year-olds in another.
The park will also include two new restrooms, with one on the east side of the creek and one on the west side, along with two parking lots—a 24,000-square foot parking lot on the west side and a 36,000-square foot parking lot on the east side.
The Community Park will also have things such as solar energy systems for lighting where feasible and parking areas for emergency vehicles.
The city of Red Bluff did not receive grants for either of its two $5 million dollar grant applications for Trainor Park and River Park,.
Of the 475 applications that were received only 62 were chosen and 50 of those were for new parks, Parks and Recreation Director Debbie Carlisi said.
Stoufer said Corning's grant application process was co-led by Stoufer Kimberly Beck (then Recreation Supervisor, since resigned) and said she deserved thanks and also wanted to recognize the rest of the team who helped with the application process—including City Grant Coordinator JoAnn Anders and Eihnard Diaz, a local planning and environmental consultant who provided a complete environmental review ahead of schedule, he said.
 
Here is a concept of the park. Click the image to view the image full-size.  You may also download a full-sized version of the image at:  http://www.calif-tech.com/city/ParkConcept1.jpg 
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